11 ways to save money on repairs

1. Regular Maintenance:

e DIY Check-ups: Learn basic maintenance tasks such as checking fluid levels, inspecting
belts and hoses, and changing air filters. Regular DIY check-ups can catch issues early.

e Scheduled Maintenance: Follow the manufacturer's recommended maintenance
schedule to prevent major problems. Regular oil changes, brake inspections, and tire
rotations can extend the life of your campervan.

2. DIY Repairs:

e Learn Basic Repairs: Acquire basic knowledge of campervan systems and common
issues. Many repairs, such as fixing leaks, changing fuses, or replacing lights, can be done
with basic tools and skills.

e Online Resources: Utilize online tutorials, forums, and videos to guide you through DIY
repairs. Many van lifers share their experiences and solutions online.

3. Invest in Quality Parts:

e Long-Term Savings: While quality parts may have a higher upfront cost, they often last
longer and can save you money in the long run. Consider it as an investment in the
durability of your campervan.

4. Preventive Measures:

e Weather Protection: Store your campervan in a covered area or use a weatherproof
cover when not in use to protect it from the elements.

e Rust Prevention: Address rust issues promptly by using rust inhibitors and applying
protective coatings to susceptible areas.

5. Build a Relationship with a Mechanic:

e Regular Mechanic Visits: Establish a relationship with a trustworthy mechanic who
specializes in campervans. Regular visits can lead to early detection of potential issues
and possibly discounted rates for regular customers.

6. Do Comparison Shopping:

e Get Multiple Quotes: When faced with a significant repair, obtain quotes from different
mechanics or repair shops. Prices can vary, and getting multiple quotes ensures you're
getting a fair deal.

7. Used Parts and Salvage Yards:

e Cost-Effective Options: Consider using used or salvaged parts for repairs, especially for
components that don't necessarily need to be brand new. Salvage yards can be a cost-
effective source for replacement parts.



8. DIY Interior Repairs:

e Interior Upgrades: For cosmetic repairs or interior upgrades, consider DIY projects. Small
fixes like reupholstering cushions or refinishing cabinets can save money.

10. Insurance Coverage:

e Comprehensive Insurance: Ensure your campervan is covered by comprehensive
insurance. If you have an accident, this can pay for the repair

11. Community Support:

e Online Communities: Fngase with online van life communities. Fellow van lifers often



